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COUNCIL OF THE COUNTY OF MAUi

December 27, 2019

THE SPECIAL MEETING OF THE COUNCIL OF THE COUNTY OF MAUI. STATE OF
HAWAII, WAS HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, KALANA O MAUI BUILDING,
WAILUKU, HAWAII, ON FRIDAY, DECEMBER 27. 2019, BEGINNING AT 1:30 P.M., WITH
CHAIR KELLY T. KING PRESIDING.

CHAIR KING: Good afternoon. This is the regular, the special Council meeting on
December 27,2019. This was called by the County Clerk's Office and the
Councilmembers aside from my authorization, but I'm happy to be chairing it. And the
time is 1:30, call to order.

Mr. Clerk, roll call please.

ROLL CALL

PRESENT: COUNCILMEMBERS G. RIKI HOKAMA, NATALIE A. KAMA,
ALICE L. LEE, MICHAEL J. MOLINA, TAMARA A.M. PALTIN,
SHANE M. SINENCI. YUKI LEI K. SUGIMURA,
VICE-CHAIR KEANI N.W. RAWLINS-FERNANDEZ, AND
CHAIR KELLY T. KING.

COUNTY CLERK JOSIAH K. NISHITA: Madam Chair, there are nine Members present. A
quorum is present to conduct the business of the Council.

CHAIR KING: Before we proceed, can I please request that all Councilmembers and all those
present in the chambers silence their phones and other noisemaking devices.

And Mr. Clerk, the testimony please.

COUNTY CLERK: Madam Chair, proceeding with the presentation of testimony on agenda
items. We have established limited interactive communication that enables individuals

from Hana, Lanai, and Molokai to provide testimony from our District Offices.
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Individuals who wish to offer testimony from Hana, Lanai, and Molokai should now sign
up with District Office staff. Individuals who wish to offer testimony in the chamber,
please sign up at the desk located in the eighth-floor lobby just outside the chamber
door. Testimony at all locations is limited to the items listed on today's agenda.

When testifying, please state your name and the name of any organization you
represent. Please also identify to the Council if you are a paid lobbyist.

Currently, we have no testifiers waiting at our District Offices.

We have about 18 individuals signed up to testify in the Council chamber. The first
person to testify in the chamber is Jason Economou, testifying on County
Communication 19-523. To be followed by Sean Lester.

PRESENTATION OF WRITTEN OR ORAL TESTIMONY

MR. JASON ECONOMOU. REALTORS ASSOCIATION OF MAUI:

Good afternoon. Aloha, Chair King.

CHAIR KING: Good afternoon.

MR. ECONOMOU: First and foremost, thank you for your year of service as Chair of the
County Council. On behalf of RAM, we think you've done an exceptional job and we
appreciate all that you've done for the County.

CHAIR KING: Thank you.

MR. ECONOMOU: So, thank you. I am Jason Economou, Government Affairs Director for
the Realtors Association of Maui. I am a registered lobbyist, but I'm also an employee
of RAM. I'm submitting this testimony on behalf of the Realtors Association and its
more than 1700 licensed professional realtors regarding County Communication
19-523 and Bill No. 59.

Based on an abundance of public testimony, statements at community meetings,
feedback from RAM members, as well as the Mayor's well-reasoned logic, I encourage
the Council not to override the Mayor's veto.

Throughout the process of preparing and passing Bill 59, public sentiment has
consistently been that the Council should conduct more education and outreach prior
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to its passage. The Council has been somewhat responsive to this call for more
outreach by going out and holding community meetings. But that is a step that should
have been taken prior to passage of the bill as opposed to after the fact. The Mayor
has given this Council an opportunity to get more community buy-in while highlighting
a major concern regarding this legislation, and the Council should not pass up that
opportunity.

As the Mayor pointed out in his letter dated December 19, the new "non-owner
occupied" classification combines four very different existing classifications that
currently all have different rates. Without knowing what the Council might propose as
the new rate for the new "non-owner occupied" class, there is simply too much
uncertainty for our taxpayers.

If the Mayor's calculations are even close to correct, it means some taxpayers will likely
see a sharp increase or decrease in their taxes with no real expressed legislative
purpose other than to make things less complicated for the County. Our tax, our
taxpayers deserve a more thoughtful legislative process that involves their input.

On November 22, the day Bill 59 was passed, everyone testifying in the chamber asked
the Council to conduct more education and outreach prior to passing Bills 58 and 59.
Though the Council passed both bills in spite of public sentiment, you have been given
another opportunity to listen to your constituents and provide the education they have
been requesting. I understand that the Council is trying to accomplish a difficult task,
but the public should be involved throughout this process and not just after the fact.

On November 22, Councilmember Rawlins-Fernandez asked the question, "how much
education is necessary to pass any sort of bill"? There is no one answer to that
question. But it should be more than a couple of community meetings the week of
second and final reading, or after the bill has already been passed. It should be enough
to help taxpayers understand if and why the County will be taking more of their hard-
earned money. It should be enough to make us confident that you have our best
interest in mind and that you know what you're doing. It should be enough to make
the Mayor's veto unnecessary. It should be more than was conducted for Bill 59.
Therefore, I respectfully request that the Council not override the Mayor's veto, and
focus instead on crafting better legislation with public involvement.

CHAIR KING: Thank you, Mr. Economou. Any questions? I don't see any. Thank you for
being here.

MR. ECONOMOU: Alright. Have a Happy New Year.
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CHAIR KING: Happy New Year.

Mr. Clerk.

COUNTY CLERK: The next testifier is Sean Lester, testifying on all three resolutions. To be
followed by Michael Tengan.

MR. SEAN LESTER:

Aloha kakou. Chair and Councilmembers. This is an interesting place that we're in.
This is the people's chamber and it's an interesting thing to see the correlation with
what's happening on the Federal level, the State level and the local level. With your
heart being with Maui Nei, always watching what people do and where they're at, and
always questioning where things are coming from, but the heart also has to have a
place where there's a silence to listen.

My Hawaiian father always taught me that humbleness was really what this is about.
Took me years after he passed away to figure out what humble meant. Humble means
being able to have what you feel is correct, but to wait in the silence for what others
have to say. Today is a day that I don't understand. There's a part of me that wants
to react to that, and to protect, and dig and find out. But there's another part of me
where my father is speaking to listen. And I would like to hear what's truly going on.
And I think that, that Ed Lindsey would also like to know what was going on.

With that in mind, I'm here to support Kelly King. I've known Kelly for over 20 years,
not just in this particular place sitting as a Councilmember, but also long before that.
And one thing I know about Kelly is that she's an extraordinary person with a heart
that's there to support the people. I've watched her sit in places where large amounts
of transactions could be occurring, but yet, she took the right path. And I just want to
acknowledge that, this extraordinary being.

Everyone sitting here is an extraordinary being, every single one of you. I know some
from Dojo work that others don't know that the amount of work that people have to do
to become a second-degree black belt. We have one of those sitting here on our
Council. We have other people that work through, including a man whose father
helped to bring this entire place together, Mr. Goro Hokama. Each one of you have
this extraordinary ability.
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And I'm taking three, so this will just be the end of my first one. The first is to
acknowledge the fact that I believe the Council Chair should be able to have her
Committee if she'd like to have it. So, that's my first; I have three.

The second part is I understand that there's an extraordinary complexity going on that
we don't understand. And I'm going to ask you in your hearts to really take a look at
what's going on. Are these the moves that you want to do? Is this what your heart is
telling you what to do?

We had a gentleman that came before me that is a paid spokesman. This
extraordinary County is inundated with money, and power, and position. The folks that
are here that are in the people's house are here to speak for the people on a different
and more profound level. When you've done your 60-hour week and you're tired week
after week, it's the least common denominator as a human being that actually comes
out. This has been my experience over the years of working with this chamber and
other chambers. And I'm asking that that inner voice be the one that speak today.

As far as the Committee, the makeup of the Committee, which is the second point that
I'm on now, I'm asking that the Chair be able to ask to have Councilmember Shane
Sinenci as her Vice-Chair and to be able to make up the composition of that, that
Committee as she see fit.

It's interesting this is happening today, because this is going to be in all probability the
day for high tides. If you go to Lahaina, you're going to see part of the roads being
washed away. If you look at the University of Hawaii projection on a three foot rise
which now is coming at four times shorter period of time that we thought it was going
to be, Kihei is going to be going away, a portion of south of the, of the, of the road and
it's just going to be extraordinary here. Our infrastructure is going to be extraordinarily
impacted within the next 20 to 30 years. So, the fact that the Chair is willing to move
over skillfully into a position where she can make a difference, I really laud, and I really
do back.

And the third thing, just as a person who, who has seen the extraordinary amount of
work that this Council has done in one year. Now, I've only been watching this Council
for a little over 20 years. I've been here for 30, but really watching the Council for a
little over 20. And in my experience, just my experience, in one year there's been more
done in this Council; extraordinary work. Money put towards affordable housing.
Money put towards things that we really need. The ability to take money from, from
the Tourism Authority which is pushing to get more tourists in and actually utilizing that
money to start controlling that. You guys have just done a great job. And I really have
to laud the Chair for working that.
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And I'm working on my third now. Thank you. So, the third question or the third thing
in my heart is, I would like to see the Chair have the ability to honestly make her own
decision, as to which is best for her. Is it better? I know that the Chair has just had
unsufferable [sic] losses in the last month; she lost her father, she lost her husband's
father, and she also lost her son in-law's father, all within about a month. It's just a lot
of grief to deal with for anyone. And yet, I think she's handling everything very skillfully.

So, I want to thank you for your time. I thank you for the time of the .. .and ask that it
is your heart that actually speaks today. A hui hou.

CHAIR KING: Mahalo.

Mr. Clerk.

COUNTY CLERK: Next testifier is Michael Tengan, testifying on all three resolutions. To be
followed by Cris Simmons.

MR. MICHAEL TENGAN:

Aloha mai kakou, Councilmembers, Chair King. I just wanted to take a moment to
acknowledge all the great work that has happened, you know, in this past year. As
Sean Lester has said, there has been a lot that has happened, so many things beyond
even imagination. And under your leadership there has been an inspiration that has
been felt through the community, part of which is why I really got involved with seeing
someone doing good work on the ground, as many of us have.

And so, as I come here today, everything has a rhythm. Growing up in Waiehu, I grew
up by the beach, so you know, fishing, diving, surfing. It's watching that rhythm. And
as I paddled in high school on Maui and Oahu, as I raced in Oregon and then ultimately
went to Okinawa, something comes to mind as we look at what's happening right now.
This particular race was much like what we have here with the Molokai Hoe, except it
was with a big heavy Japanese boat, which by the way is probably the most ineffective
boat ever made. Super heavy, tiny little paddles; it takes a lot to move it.

So, we're in mile seven, and as we're in mile seven, there was concern for our
steersperson. Steersperson was a ... so 78 years old at the time. And so, he was
fine. There was just concern that he was overtaxing himself. And so, we stopped and
then we were changing him out. And as we were doing it, we were just not really
paying attention to what was happening. Our boat continued to get closer and closer
to these large protrusions of rocks. And so, he wasn't supposed to change out for
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another seven miles, but we changed him out halfway. And so, what comes to mind
is that we were in a steady stride. We had built up momentum. Again, really a very
ineffective boat, yet we had a rhythm going. And as we did, all of a sudden, we came
to a screeching halt. The fear that we were going to crash into the rocks, the speed
and the velocity that we had built up as a team all of a sudden stopped.

And as we are looking at this time of transition, my hope is that with everything that
has happened, that has been accomplished in a mere year of activity, I hope that it
continues on. Because our community has been waiting, has been ready for this and
is continuing to look to the Council to make these changes so that we can really look
at supporting our people here to make sure that we have the absolute best life and
lifestyle possible for myself, for my children, my children's children. So, let's move
forward, imua, and let's please do it together in a pono manner. That's it. Thank you.

CHAIR KING: Mahalo, Mr. Tengan. Any questions?

Seeing none, Mr. Clerk.

COUNTY CLERK: Next testifier is Cris Simmons, testifying on the resolution entitled
"ELECTING THE COUNCIL CHAIR". To be followed by Gail Swanson.

MS. CRIS SIMMONS:

Thank you for allowing us to speak today. I would like to thank the Council for all the
work that you've done. I have been following as close as I can. I'm, I travel a lot, but
I am, I do pay attention. And I want to thank Kelly. I must say, speaking from my heart,
I didn't prepare anything, but I was so shocked to hear that this was even happening.
I was like I just found about it probably yesterday or the day before. And I was like,
what's going on?

You know, we, I represent a lot of people of Haiku. We have a small family farm and,
you know, we're, we think, you know, we're, we try to do what's right for the
environment. My son testifies quite a bit. He's an activist. We kind of taught him to
speak his mind as well. And he would be here, but he has, just had twin, twin sons, so
he can't be.

But I must say I was really proud of Kelly when she got, when she decided to run for
the Council. And I was really happy to support her, because I know how passionate
she is and how much she really does care for the people on this island. And her record
going back to the days on the school board, and playgrounds, and the stuff with kids
is, to me, it's really about children and family.
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And I just think that whatever is happening, I don't know what's going on with this
politics stuff, if it's just kind of like coming over from Washington whatever but, you
know, we got to all paddle the same boat. We're all, we all want the same things for
our families and our children. And I thought Kelly was doing a great job. And whatever
she decides to do, I will be there for her 100 percent, our family will.

I know the climate change is real. I know it's important to Kelly. We've talked about it.
We've talked about a lot of things like that. And I think whatever committee she decides
to do, we really will support her. So, I want to thank you again, for, and thank you. And
keep fighting for us, cause we're going to fight for you. Okay. Thanks.

CHAIR KING: Mahalo, Cris.

Mr. Clerk.

COUNTY CLERK: Next testifier is Gail Swanson, testifying on resolution entitled "ELECTING
THE COUNCIL CHAIR". To be followed by Annie Nelson.

MS. GAIL SWANSON:

Hi. I'm nervous talking here. I don't know why. But I'm just going to speak from the
heart. I'm testifying on behalf of Kelly. I think she's; she walks the talk more than
anybody I know. She spends all of her time dedicated to the things she believes in.
She doesn't waste time. She doesn't dance around the drama. She gets stuff done
and that's why I voted. And I feel like, I don't know, if you step down I kind of feel like
I wasted my vote. We need you where you're at.

If you need to step down for personal reasons, I get it. And I hope whoever takes over
is even a fraction of as good as you are. But I, I love having you as the Chair. And I
think Maui County needs you as the Chair. I don't know if there's drama behind the
scenes, but I don't really care. I just want the best person in the job, period. You're
ethical, you're professional, you're a badass truth teller. You say it how it is. And
sometimes people don't think that's sugar-coated enough. But again, I don't care,
because I just want the truth out there. And I appreciate what you do.

If you want to stay as Chair, I want you there. If you want to do the Climate Change
Committee, I absolutely believe you should be in charge of that. I mean, does anyone
else in here own a biodiesel company and go, you know, stand up for the environment
like that? Do we put our time into that? No. This is like, your record just stands for
itself.
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I want to thank you for everything you've done, cause I know it's, it's kind of a thankless
job at times. And let's see, what else did I have? I guess that's it. I, I just think that
you do what's best for the County and for all of us. And just as human beings, you are
a stellar human being and I'm behind you 1,000 percent and I hope you guys are too.
Thank you for your time.

CHAIR KING: Mahalo.

Mr. Clerk.

COUNTY CLERK: Next testifier is Annie Nelson, testifying on resolution entitled "ELECTING
THE COUNCIL CHAIR". To be followed by Nick Drance.

MS. ANNIE NELSON:

Aloha, Kelly. Aloha, Council. Thank you for letting us speak, letting us speak our mind.
We, we all live on Maui. By the way, I live what Michael and Sean spoke of. I've
probably lost 30 feet of property since '95, and this is real. And having Kelly on that
committee and chairing it makes me feel hopeful, like I might be able to actually save
my house and my family. I've been here 30-something years; I don't even know how
many. But it's very real. And having somebody who's that effective chairing that
committee means everything to me. I wish she would stay. I think it might have been
emotional.

But also, this is coconut wireless, this is Maui, this is an island; so there are rumors.
And I just want to say that my vote for Kelly was for an effective person. Having her
step down, if its, rumors are true, for a kind of, you know, sort of, I didn't hire her to be
Miss Congeniality, I hired her to get stuff done and voted for her for that reason. And
she's doing it. And it's sort of like winning the Super Bowl and having the coach step
down. Why would we do that? I don't understand that. It doesn't make any sense.

And I'm not interested in anybody's feeling. I don't care. I didn't hire or vote for
anybody, which is actually hiring you, anybody on this Council because of your
personalities; don't care. I've been in business with Kelly. I'm in business with Kelly.
I've been on boards with Kelly. I know how effective she is. If I was on the frontline,
that's the person I want with me. I've made that decision many times. She has been
on the frontline with me.

And I think that to, if she wants to step down, I completely support Kelly to step down
if that's what she wants. But if she's being pressured because of a, good old boys'
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network or whatever it is; that's unacceptable. If she was a man doing what she's
doing, you would all be lauding her for being so effective. She's a woman and we get
things done, and she's proved that. And so, to, sorry, to have all this be even occurring
is pretty unacceptable.

I think we need to rethink how we want to move fon/vard in this County. We can be a
whole bunch of things. We can move forward, as they say, paddling the same canoe,
because either we evolve, or we don't exist anymore. And if you want to come over
my house, you can see the difference and you can see what's happening right now,
today especially.

I'll end it. I just want to say that if this is a whole bunch of high school stuff and about
personalities, enough. We need somebody to get things done, she's done it. And I
completely support Kelly and her choices. Thank you very much, though. Thank you
for listening.

CHAIR KING: Mahalo. You might want to rescind inviting everyone over to your house, so.

MS. NELSON: Yes, you're all invited.

CHAIR KING: Mr. Clerk.

COUNTY CLERK: Next testifier is Nick Drance, testifying on the three resolutions. To be
followed by Laura Harrelson.

MR. NICK DRANCE:

Aloha, Council. Kelly, I want to thank you for doing an outstanding job. You've
conducted yourself with professionalism. And as the testifiers have said, your
leadership, in my opinion, is exemplary. And I'm surprised and glad that another
woman said that if you were a man you would be lauded. I was, I was thinking I
shouldn't say that; I'm a guy, I'm not allowed to say that. I've heard that so many times,
and I think that it's unfortunate.

In my prior testimony, last time, I was just using your committee structure as an
example of girl power and how successful this Council has been in large part due to
the fact that women are in government. And we need this so much on the Federal
level. And we're seeing great, great results of having women here on the, in our
government.
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So, I think that you should go into executive session and discuss these things. I have
spent so much time in a state of devastation since I got this news on Friday, and I've
wrestled with that. I've struggled because I realize, okay, this is a time of miracles, and
Christmas season, all that it means. And what I found is that I'm struggling to feel
aloha in my heart, because it feels, I feel devastated, I feel heartbroken, I feel a sense
of betrayal. So, to know things is one thing, but to feel them is another. And I had not
struggled with something like this in over 20 years, personally. I feel devasted.

So, the only thing I can think of is that by challenging the Mayor and Corporation
Counsel with the injection well litigation, that surely must have ruffled feathers. I can
see that as being something having to do with a change in the organization here.
Everything else that happened was exemplary.

I think that as far as other Council Chair options, anyone who voted against funding
outside Council to determine the power of the Council, the four Councilmembers who
did that, they wouldn't seem appropriate as potential Council Chairs. Anybody who
does not owe their first allegiance to the integrity of this body, they have the right to
their opinions, perhaps they made a mistake. But those people are not available for
the Chair position as I see it.

As far as the committee changes go, if the Council has trouble executing the will of the
people as expressed in the County vision statement and core principles, which I harp
on all the time, it's the very foundation of the Maul Miracle website. It is the findings of
Focus Maul Nui through the Maul Economic Board; the findings of the will of the people
of Maui. This is what the people of Maul said that they want the future of the island to
be. And so, the Council, Councilmembers, you are beholden to the public. And you,
you are beholden by the duties required of your position in this body to uphold those
values and standards that are in the core principles and, and vision statements. And I
wish that they did appear beside the great seal of the County of Maui. And this is our
future.

As far as the Climate Change Committee, if there's a challenge in this body upholding
the core principles and values statements, then how can we have a Climate Change
Committee where that's going to happen and it doesn't, it has to be consistent. Why
have a Climate Change Committee and pretend that that's going to have teeth in it if
there's not consistency with these other value statements that I mentioned?

So, I would like you to go into executive session where you can speak candidly to one
another and discuss things, and I think come to an aloha environment. Thank you.
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CHAIR KING: Thank you, Mr. Drance.

Mr. Clerk.

COUNTY CLERK: Next testifier is Laura Harrelson, testifying on resolution entitled
"ELECTING THE COUNCIL CHAIR". To be followed by Rob Weltman.

MS. LAURA HARRELSON:

Aloha-

CHAIR KING: Aloha.

MS. HARRELSON: Kelly, Council, Shane. First of all, thank you for allowing me to speak.
And I have to, this is my first time in these chambers, and I have a feeling it's not going
to be my last. And to see this many people here on a Friday afternoon is really telling
of how we, as members of Maui care. And as people have testified before me, we
voted you in, Kelly, because you do represent change, you are change. And I too will
stand behind you whatever you decide best for you and your family. But on behalf of
Maui, and my family, and the people that are on the east side of the island, I also live
in upper Kula, we need you in whatever position that is. Please don't leave, because
you are a doer.

I travel a lot as well. And if I ever have a question of what's going on, on Maui, how I
should vote, what I should do, what is happening on this island, this is the person I call.
And there's no hesitation. And I can't say that of many people.

And I also believe that all of us who are here right now on Maui are here because we've
been called home from another lifetime, whatever you want to call it. But we are here
now to work together as one. And this is an important member of our community, and
a leader. And I will follow, and I'll be by your side for as long as you need me. Thank
you.

CHAIR KING: Mahalo nui, Laura.

Mr. Clerk.

COUNTY CLERK: Next testifier is Rob Weltman, testifying on resolution entitled "ELECTING
THE COUNCIL CHAIR". To be followed by Mark Hyde.
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MR. ROB WELTMAN. SIERRA CLUB MAUI GROUP:

Aloha mai kakou.

(Spoke in Hawaiian).

Chair King, Members of the Council, aloha. My name is Rob Weltman and I'm testifying
on behalf of the Sierra Club Maui Group, on the resolution on electing a Council Chair.

As an environmental organization on Maui of more than 40 years, we have been
pleased to see many steps fonward by the 2019 County Council under the leadership
of Chair King on climate change, smart growth, and many other matters of importance
to the future of this island.

I'm just going to talk about one such matter. Many years ago, it was discovered that
the release of treated wastewater into the ocean to the Lahaina, Lahaina injection wells
was causing severe damage to the coral reefs. Sierra Club and others have been
pushing to reduce and eventually eliminate the harm. The previous Mayor put money
in the budget to reuse the wastewater for irrigation of West Maui resort landscaping.
But the money was removed by the then Council.

The 2019 Council, in contrast has allocated significant sums to diverting and reusing
that wastewater, also in Kihei. Healthy reefs are important for the fish and other wildlife
who are dependent on them. But they're also vital for many other reasons as well.
They protect our shoreline from the strong wave action. And they're also one of the
main draws for the upscale tourism that Maui depends on.

We would like to thank Chair King and the Council under her leadership for moving to
protect and preserve our unique and threatened marine environment. We hope the
2020 Council will continue the policy of investing in wastewater reuse to replace
potable water in irrigation and for other beneficial uses such as fire prevention, and not
return to the days of seeing the environment as an afterthought. Mahalo.

CHAIR KING: Mahalo, Mr. Weltman.

Mr. Clerk.

COUNTY CLERK: Next testifier is Mark Hyde, testifying on all three resolutions. To be
followed by Paul Deslauriers.
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MR. MARK HYDE:

Chair King, I just want to say thank you for your service, my name is Mark Hyde, by
the way, as Chair of this Council and for taking on big issues. You, you're unafraid.
We appreciate that. I also want to thank you for your openness to me personally and
to all of your constituents, for your ability and your willingness to listen, for your
intelligence, your knowledge and integrity that you bring to this Council, and your
dedication to our clear mission which you consistently cite that is our Countywide policy
plan. That's your bible and I agree with you.

There's never been any doubt in my mind that your service on this Council is driven
entirely by a strong desire to make Maui County better, and for no other reason. Now,
if you are to become the Chair of a committee dedicated to the impacts of climate
change and sustainability, you are the epitome of the right person, at the right time,
and the right place, with the right background and with the experience to lead us as we
face what I believe is the greatest existential threat to mankind in history of the world.
Your entire career, I think, has led you to this place. And if that is where you become,
I  look fon/vard to working with you anyway I can to make you successful in that position.
So, aloha to you Kelly and to the Council. And best wishes for 2020. Thank you.

CHAIR KING: Mahalo.

Mr. Clerk.

COUNTY CLERK: Next testifier is Paul Deslauriers, testifying on the three resolutions. To
be followed by Miranda Camp.

MR. PAUL DESLAURIERS. MAUI PONG NETWORK:

Honorable Chair Kelly King-

CHAIRKING: Aloha.

MR. DESLAURIERS: -and our Chair, Members, Councilmembers. As director of the Maui
Pono Network, we have been involved with a lot of different issues that impact our
community. And Kelly King has consistently shown her support for issues that really
matter for so many of the residents here. She's been very strong in so many different
ways; in leadership and getting guidance for those who ask. And I want to first extend
our continued support of Kelly no matter what you decide, whatever it is.
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But I also would like to mention to the County Councilmembers if there is an opportunity
for you to reconsider having Kelly continue to be Chair, I wholeheartedly support that
reconsideration. We are an issue-based organization, so we'll continue to look at the
issues and how the different Councilmembers vote. Because we see that that creates

a distinction in terms of position and where some of the County Councilmembers are
at. So, we will continue to do that. And our hope is that there will be unity as you move
forward no matter what form it takes. But that unity be there for supporting these core
issues that are so important for our community.

So, again, we will monitor. And if people who are supporting progressive issues in our
community, we will support them. If not, well, we will oppose. But we're not a political
organization in that sense. We are here strictly to look at the issues and the issues
that affect our community and those who support those issues in a positive and uplifting
way. So, with that, again, I just want to extend our support, and a hopeful
reconsideration of having Kelly as, continue to be the Chair, because of really the great
progress that's been made. And we hope that that progress continues and that you
work as a unified group.

I just would like to conclude by saying that at the end of the elections in 2018, we had
a unity celebration. And that unity celebration not only touched my heart, but touched
the hearts of so many people, because they're on the stage together. It was a
commitment to work together collaboratively so that we can resolve these long
standing issues within our community. My hope is that that unity that was pledged at
that time continues in whatever form this County Council takes. And again, we will be
monitoring and looking at your votes to see how you support specific issues. Mahalo.

CHAIR KING: Mahalo.

Mr. Clerk.

COUNTY CLERK: Next testifier is Miranda Camp, testifying on resolution entitled
"ELECTING THE COUNCIL CHAIR". To be followed by Bruce Douglas.

MS. MIRANDA CAMP:

Aloha, Council. Aloha, Chair Kelly King. I'm here, as most people, stunned and
wondering what exactly is going on here. It's right after the holidays. It's a very hard
time for people to be here. Most people are probably off-island. So, we all had to
change our plans at the last minute to come down and try to figure out what's going
on.
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I, personally, I'm a realtor on the island. But I also, am an environmentalist. You can't
care about the people of Maui without caring about Maui's environment. It's not
possible. We can't survive without it. So, I am a huge supporter of Kelly King and
other Members of the Council who have been effective. And I'm with the others,

hopeful that if Kelly does step down from being Chair that things will continue. She's
made so much progress. But I also am very worried that it's not going to be the same,
and our Council won't be as effective. I don't know who would replace her, who could
be as effective, but hopefully the next person will continue the work that she's done.

I do agree that she would be amazing for the climate, to be the Chair of the climate
committee, because that is a really serious issue, especially on an island. But I just
hope that the Council finds a way to work together and continue to be effective and to
do the best work for all of the people of Maui and Maui's environment. Thank you very
much. Thank you for your service all of you.

CHAIR KING: Mahalo.

Mr. Clerk.

COUNTY CLERK: Next testifier is Bruce Douglas, testifying on all three resolutions. To be
followed by Bobbie Patnode.

MR. BRUCE DOUGLAS:

Good day. Speaking on the restructuring of the committees. I want to start by honoring
Kelly for this amazing work you've done. We, the people, really recognize your
leadership, your dedication, that you stay on task, and you're not influenced by the big
money interest, the self-interest, and all the other interests and purveyed within these
chambers.

You're a visionary. You're one I really respect because you can see down the road
and you can see what's, where it's going, and you can see the big picture. And that's
a very rare in a leadership to have someone who is a visionary. We really need to
honor our visionaries and people who can see those things, and see where we're
going, and Kelly is one of those. And I question if any of you who have that level of
ability to lead this Council. And I hope that you will, as suggested before, go into
executive session and review what your decisions are and make sure that we're
coming from the right reasons in why we're making these decisions.

What it feels like to, we the people, is this is a mutiny that's going on. This is a behind
the scenes collusion, a total violation of the Sunshine Laws. You know, there's been
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backdoor dealings, backdoor talkings, hands twisted, and all sorts of other things going
on in the backrooms, which by the Sunshine Law should not be happening. Of course,
the Sunshine Laws can be a two-edge sword. It also keeps people from talking to each
other to work out what grievances we have between each other. People who started
out as friends suddenly having backstabbing and other seventh grade level things
going on. And we need to get into the level of an enlightened leadership and
enlightened Council that's really working for the betterment of people, the aina, and the
next seven generations down the road.

And so, I hope you'll reconsider that and, and find ways to work it out and reconsider
having Kelly step down. Because, we the people out here really feel that this is a
mutiny. This is not a natural progression of what should happen. This is power plays
and backdoor dealings. And for every person sitting in this room is another 100 people
standing behind them that would say the same thing. So, please work it and
reconsider.

And as far as the Council, I mean having Kelly step down on that thing, I'm voting for
all, working on all three, so I'm going to take another three minutes. These chambers
been filled with self-interest for so long. There's been a lot of dark energy in these
chambers over the years of people worried about their own self-interest progression
where they're going to do on politics, the developers who standing behind them and
funded their, their way in. It's a big piece in order to clear that out and really come into
the enlightened leadership that we're all looking from Maui, who's the pinnacle. You
know, the world looks to Maui for leadership and to be this crystal out in the ocean that
can really be an exemplary of what can happen.

And this mutiny going on is, is a backdoor stabbing and we all feel it, and we all know
it, and we're all watching. And it's important to put out how people vote. Put it out in
the communities, so people can make their own decision when it comes to voting time
for how people voted and what choices they made. But this, to everybody out there,
doesn't feel good. We know what's going on and it's not right. And I really hope that
you will take the time to really consider it, talk it out, you know, work out the feelings
and emotions that are behind it. One of the hardest things to handle is what I call
friendly fire; when people who you thought were your allies and people you're working
together as a team suddenly switch and change. Those are the hardest ones to take.

I experienced that in SHAKA Movement; the inside stabbings that happen that, you
know, you expect the people who are against to act that way but when people who are,
are in your team and your loved ones suddenly turn on that, that's the hardest one to
take. And Kelly has gone through so much in this last time, it's like, why would you do
this now, after everything that we know, Kelly has just emotionally had to go through?
I mean, she's doing exemplary job to hold that and still hold the love, and the light, and
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the vision. This isn't the right time for it. This isn't the right time to spring it on the
people right after Christmas when a lot of people . .. trying to not, you know, want to
have their time with their families. You know, the timing, the violation of the Sunshine
Laws, I mean all the people who done that really need to rescind your decisions, and
you know, not vote if you've been doing things in violation and backdoor talking.

So, I ask you to reconsider this and really spoke from your heart. And don't be
influenced by the power brokers, the big money interest, the Corporation Counsel's
self-interests, and the other self-interests that have been driving this Council for way
too long. Thank you.

CHAIR KING: Mahalo.

Mr. Clerk.

COUNTY CLERK: Next testifier is Bobbie Patnode, testifying on resolution "ESTABLISHING
THE STANDING COMMITTEES OF THE COUNCIL AND DEFINING THEIR DUTIES".

To be followed by Barry Rivers.

MS. BOBBIE PATNODE:

Aloha, Council, Chair. My name is Bobbie Patnode and I'm testifying on the resolution
which defines the duties of the committees. With the change in Chair and the resulting
committee changes, I believe we have an opportunity to improve our committees. I
have testified in the past that I believe that agriculture and water should be combined.
And today, we have a chance to discuss that again.

I'm a member of the Ag Working Group and we're working to resolve water issues as
they relate to farming. I've testified to the Board of Water Supply relating to ag issues
and are also working with the County Water Department. We all know how important
is a steady affordable supply of water to farming here on Maui.

I'd like to recommend that ag water be added to Shane Sinenci's environment, ag and
cultural preservation committee. It's a natural fit. And the synergy would help
strengthen Maui's agriculture business. It also makes perfect sense to add the general
plan objective, strengthen the local economy to the same committee as that objective
deals largely with helping ag. And the ag park should also be in this committee.

Now that the Climate Change Committee will be addressing some of the big issues in
EACP, I believe there will be time to dedicate to County agriculture and the thoughtful
regulation required. I would include here, the referral of the Water Board's TIG report


